Increasing Branching of Newly
Planted Apple Trees

Jon Clements

Extension Educator, University of Massachusetts

In 2013, Valent
BioSciences expanded
the Maxcel™ label to
include branching of
nursery stock and young
trees (Figure 1). In 2014,
the 5,000 ppm rate was
used in white latex indoor
paint on just-planted 1/4
inch diameter “whip”
Honeycrisp/B.9 apple
trees at the UMass Cold
Spring Orchard Research
& Education Center.
The paint was applied
using a foam brush to
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LATEX APPLICATION

Use Application rate Product / acre Application sethod snd
timing
Apply in the spring when
terminal buds begin 1o
swell but before shoots
g’:é’:\:?é;‘mr“w andyoung Do not apply emerge. At the point
For increasing lateral bud 5,000 to 7,500 ppm T);':T'ﬂzigz? q whe;e bre;ncn:ng 2 "
break and shoot growth, (0.2-0.53 pint MaxGel (20 pinis) .r.?kfax‘ é‘e’:' f:;"‘;’xag:rﬁ
L’mrg;;":ab?a";; :’ges' and  ( parpin of e paw per acre per mixture with a brush or
season sponge to cover the bark
framework for early cropping. surface thoroughly. Apply
only to one year old
wood.

Figure 1. The Maxcel label noting its use to enhance
branching.

the area where branching
was desired after the buds
had started to swell but
just before bud break.
By mid-June, the results
were favorable; it appears
the latex application was
very effective at breaking
branches (Figure 2)
compared to the untreated
trees (Figure 3). This type
of Maxcel application is
recommended before bud-
break on pencil-diameter,
one-year-old wood to
promote branching.

latex paint.

Figure 2. Honeycrisp/B.9 tree treated at bud
swell with 5,000 ppm Maxcel in white indoor
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Figure 3. Honeycrisp/B.9 tree not treated (con-
trol) but planted and photographed at the same
time as the tree in Figure 2.

Y X ; o

10

Fruit Notes, Volume 79, Summer, 2014



RIGHT...FROM THE START

Start your orchard RIGHT with Willow Drive Nursery’s
Proven Performers™. Call for a complete and updated inventory.

Calling us today can help you tomorrow!

@ APis
Braeburn Gala

Mariri Red™ (Eve®) Brookfield® Gala
Kumeu Crimson® Buckeye® Gala

It® Red Delicious
Morren’s® Jonagored

Fuji Ultima Gala®

Aztec Fuji® (DT 2 Variety) Other

Rising Sun® Cameo® brand

Morning Mist™ Granny Smith
Early Fuji Honeycrisp™

CHERRIES

Chelan™
Early Robin®

Attika®
Benton™

Regina

Bing EbonyPearl™ Rynbrandt
Schmidt Ulster

BlackGold™ Lapins

Rainier

Supra™
Ruby Jon®
RubyMac®
Smoothee® Golden
Spartan

Skeena™
Sweetheart™
Tieton™

WhiteGold™

BurgundyPearl™  Montmorency Selah™
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Concorde™ Forelle
Bartlett Comice Golden Russet Bosc®
Columbia Red Anjou™ D’Anjou Red Clapp’s Favorite

£ :

Flamin’ Fury PF 19-007
PF 8 Ball PF 25
PF Lucky 13 PF 35-007

Stellar Series
Allstar®
Autumnstar®

Brightstar™
Coralstar®
Earlystar™

WILLOW DRIVE NURSERY, INC.
1-888-54-TREES

WILLOW DRIVE
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Ephrata, Washington - 1-888-548-7337 - Web Site: www.willowdrive.com
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